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YILDIZ TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

SCHOOL OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES

2015 - 2016 FALL, WEEK 6 (October 19 - 23)
READING CAFE 1

(A Level)

TEACHER’S COPY


                                                                                                                      Victor Hugo


On the menu this week is:
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Before you start on a road trip, you usually look at a map. Then, you have a better idea of the roads and the places. You can plan your trip better and have fewer problems. In the same way, if you know reading skills well, they will help you read faster and understand better. So, try hard to become a strategic learner to comprehend better and answer the questions easily. And, keep in mind:
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Skimming is looking quickly through a text to see what it is about. As you skim, you get the general idea about text.
	How to Skim
· Read the title and subheadings

· Don’t read every word. Let your eyes go quickly over the text.

· Read the first paragraph.

· Read the first and last sentences of each paragraph.

· Read the last paragraph.





Scanning is the way to read quickly in order to find a specific information. When you scan, you move your eyes quickly across the text. You do not stop to read every word.
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	How to scan
· Know the specific information you are looking for; a name, a date, a time, a key word. To do this, read the questions and underline the key words.

· Ignore the words and information that aren’t important for your purpose.

· Move your eyes quickly over several lines at a time. When you find the key word, slow down and see if the information you are looking for is there. If it is not, speed up again and look for the next time the key word appears.
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* Read the table of contents.

* Read the opening and closing
sentences of paragraphs.

* Read headings and subheadings.

* Look at any illustrations or
graphic features.

Skim if you are previewing a book
for selection.

Skim if you are rereading some pages
before moving on in a book.

Skim when looking through a newspaper
or magazine.

when you want to read
something quickly to find a
specific piece of information.

* Look for key words related to
your topic.

* Look for bold print and italics.

* Look for words in larger
font sizes.

¢ Look through bulleted
information and sidebars.

Scan if you have a question that you
need answered.

Scan when trying to find a phone
number, looking in a dictionary, or
searching through an index.
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Practice

A. Skim the following travel brochure. What is it about?
B. Scan the travel brochure to find specific information in the following questions. Answer the questions as 
quickly as you can.
QUESTIONS
1. Where is Taman Negara National Park? On Malaysian East Coast
2. What does “Angkor Wat” mean? City Temple  

3. Where is Halong Bay? In the Gulf of Tonkin, Vietnam
4. Which beach in the Philippines is on the list of the world’s best beaches? Boracay
5. Which beach in Bali is famous for surfing and nightlife? Kuta Beach
6. When was Angkor Wat built? In the 12th century
7. How many islands are there at Halong Bay? At least 3000
8. Which two beaches in Bali do tourists go to for relaxation? Ubud and Amed
9. For what purpose was Angkor Wat built? To honour Vishnu, the Hindu god
10. Which activity can you enjoy at Cat Ba National Park? Explore many caves and go hiking
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	Southeast Asia is one of the world’s fastest growing travel destinations. The area offers everything from beautiful tropical islands and pristine beaches to thick jungles, diverse cultures, cuisines, and people. Southeast Asia has some of the best national parks and reserves in the world, an abundance of fascinating World Heritage sites, a variety of spiritual places to visit that represent the religions of the region like Buddhism, Taoism, Islam, and Christianity, and it has a huge supply of beaches and associated activities. Some of the many exciting Southeast Asian highlights include:



	Taman Negara National Park, Malaysia 
	This lush park is located on Malaysia’s east coast. The variety of plants and wildlife are amazing and the scenery includes lazy, winding rivers and roaring waterfalls. 
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	Angkor Wat, Cambodia 

	Angkor Wat, means “City Temple”, and is a complex of ancient temples that is considered the most important architectural site in Southeast Asia. It was built in the 12th century to honour Vishnu, the Hindu god. 
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	Bali, Indonesia 
	Land of the Buddha! Kuta, Ubud, Amed, and Sanur are all worth visiting. For the best surfing and nightlife, head over to Kuta beach. For relaxation, head up to Ubud, or even Amed if you’re really looking for peace and quiet. 
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	Halong Bay, Vietnam 

	Halong Bay is one of the world’s natural wonders made up of at least 3000 islands in the Gulf of Tonkin, Vietnam. This is a World Heritage site that offers breathtaking views, many caves worth exploring, and hiking in Cat Ba National Park. 
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	The Philippines 

	In the Philippines you’ll find beautiful white beaches like Boracay, which is on the list of the world’s best beaches. But there is more to the Philippines than just the beaches. The scenery also includes breathtaking waterfalls and miles of rice terraces.
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The topic of a text is its subject – i.e. what the text is about. 
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	How to identify the topic:

· Read the whole text.
· Look for important words and word groups.
· Look for examples that may explain the topic.
· Try to identify a theme that connects each sentence.



Practice
What is the topic of each paragraph?

1. Many people use passwords. A password is a secret number, word or group of letters. You may use a password to get into your computer, your bank, or the school library. You should never use your telephone number or birthday as your password, because other people may know them. You should also choose different passwords for different purposes. Have you ever forgotten a password? When people have a lot of different passwords, they sometimes forget them. 
Topic: Using passwords
2. People often worry about their pet dogs and cats. They worry that their pet will run away or get lost. How will they be able to find their pet? Some pets wear something around their necks that has information about them. For example, the information might give the pet’s name and address. What happens if the pet loses this information? The pet may never come home. Because some people worry about this, they put a computer chip under their pet’s skin. The chip has the information about on the chip. This helps the dog or cat return home. 

Topic: Worrying about the lost pets


The main idea is usually a sentence and often found in the first sentence of a paragraph; however, you may find it in other locations; that is, in the last sentence, in the middle sentence, split between the first and the last sentences or not stated in the paragraph at all. 

	How to identify the main idea:

· Read everything and think about the topic.
· Look for words that give the writer’s opinion, thoughts or feelings on the topic, they can be repeated in the text.
· Check the beginning and the end of the text – the main idea is often there.
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Practice

1. [image: image17.jpg]


Summer is a wonderful time to spend at West Beach. It is a beach with light coloured, soft sand. The coastline goes on for a long way and many people enjoy walking along it. Children like to play in the surf and walk along the rocks that are visible at low tide. This is a fun beach for people of all ages.

The topic: West Beach


The main idea: Summer is a wonderful time at West Beach.
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Always, warm up before attempting any strength training exercises. Failure to warm up can cause injuries to cold muscles. Remember to use proper lifting procedures for safety sake. In addition, to avoid harm, make sure that you have a spotter with you if you are using free weights. You can also avoid injury by working within your limits and avoiding the need to show off. 
The topic: Strength and weight training

The main Idea: To avoid injury during strength or weight training, observe several safety precautions.
3. There are many ways to improve your vocabulary in English. One way is to read fiction (novels and stories) in English. Novels and stories often contain new words. It is not difficult to understand these new words because you can usually guess their meanings. The other words in the sentences will help you, and the story will also help you. An interesting story will help you understand the new words because the meanings of the new words are part of the meaning of the story. 
The topic: Improving vocabulary in English

Which of the followings is the main idea of the text?

a) One can find various methods to improve vocabulary. 


b) One way to improve your vocabulary is to read fiction. 


c) New words will help you to improve your vocabulary. 


d) An interesting story will help you understand new words.
4. If you are having trouble with your math instructor, do not use this problem as an excuse of not doing well in the class. If you cannot understand your instructor, ask the teacher to slow down his or her pace and review the textbook’s concepts before the teacher presents them in class. If you cannot follow the teacher’s notes, work with other students in your class or refer to the math text’s study guide to make sense of your notes. If your math teacher will not make time to answer your questions, go to the Math Lab, ask another teacher, or get help from an a student. 
     The topic: Having trouble with math instructors

Which of the followings is the main idea of the text?
     a) Bad math instructors can be overcome using a variety of strategies. 


b) There are a number of ways to be a good math instructor. 


c) If you are bad at math, you can have difficulty in getting on well with your teacher. 


d) Teachers should encourage their students.
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	When the main idea of a text is not clear because each paragraph has a different main point, a question identifying the main topic of the passage will be asked. The following are examples of main idea questions:

· What is the main idea of the passage?          

· With what topic is the passage mainly concerned?

· What does the passage mainly discuss?       

· What is the main idea expressed in the passage?

· The primary idea of the passage is ___.

· The main topic of the passage is ___.




!!! Please do further practice in the Weekend Assignment about the strategies learnt in class.
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Before you begin…
1. Look the following words up in the dictionary to complete the chart below.
	Word
	Part of speech
	Definition

	globe
	n
	The world

	global
	adj
	worldwide

	globalization
	n
	The process which results in worldwide operation


2. How often do you ….?
	
	Never
	Sometimes
	Often

	1. eat food from other countries?
	
	
	

	2. use foreign brands?
	
	
	

	3. listen to foreign music?
	
	
	

	4. watch movies from other countries?
	
	
	

	5. talk to people of other cultures?
	
	
	


3. Which languages do the following words came from originally? Match the words with their origins.





     Word                                     Language of origin


                 Japanese         Karaoke                                 French




      Sanskrit
     Yoga                                      English (with Greek root origin)




     Italian
     Pizza                                      Japanese

English (with Greek root origin) Taxi                                       French




     French             Hotel                                      Sanskrit




     French
     Disco                                      Italian

As you read…
· Skim the text “The Global Village Finally Arrives” to get an idea of what the reading is about.

THE GLOBAL VILLAGE FINALLY ARRIVES

This is a typical day of a typical person in today’s world. I wake up to the sound of my Japanese clock radio and put on a T-shirt from Nigeria, jeans from Italy. My breakfast coffee is from South America. I walk out into the street, past German cars, there are English-language students from Korea, Switzerland, and Argentina around me. For lunch I usually eat Mexican food, then go to a Thai café. Who am I? I sometimes wonder. And where am I?
I am the son of Indian parents. I am a British citizen and spent much of my time in Japan. Now I am in Southern California, but I could as easily be in Vancouver or Sydney or London or Hong Kong. The whole planet is going global. More and more of the globe looks like America, but America itself is looking more and more like the rest of the globe. A common multiculturalism links us all. Taxi, hotel, disco, yoga, pizza are universal terms now. 
News, clothing, food and even languages are moving across borders in the diversified world of the twenty-first century. But not only these things are mixing. In Brussels, one new baby in every four is Arab. In Japan, rub shoulders with Iranians, British, Pakistanis and Filipinos. When people move around the globe, cultural values go with them. New immigrants from Taiwan, Vietnam, and India import values of hard work and family closeness to America, while at the same time America sends its individualism to Taipei, Mumbai, and some other Asian countries.

Today, all cultures are crossing at the speed of light and making their way to sleepy villages on all the continents of the world. Although it is exciting, there are dangers in this globalization. Some traditions and customs are changing or they are lost. Also, the world may become even more divided, into the “haves” and the “have nots”. Today, as I eat my sushi in California, I wonder about my future in this global village.   

A. Scan the text and mark the following statements True (T), False (F) or Not Given (NG).
	Q
	STATEMENT
	TRUE
	FALSE
	NOT GIVEN

	1
	The author is an unusual person, living in a strange city.
	
	X
	

	2
	The global culture is American.
	
	X
	

	3
	American values are taking over the world.
	
	X
	

	4
	Adults don’t want to live in global village.
	
	
	X

	5
	There are many Arab people live in Brussels.
	X
	
	

	6
	When people move around the globe, so do American values.
	
	X
	

	7
	Immigrants from Asia care about their family relations.
	X
	
	

	8
	Globalization is happening very slowly.
	
	X
	

	9
	Asian countries are developing due to globalization.
	
	
	X

	10
	Globalization may have some bad effects. 
	X
	
	


After you read…
B. What is the main idea of the whole text?
a) There is a new agreement among countries to be a global village.
b) Global village is a place where cultures and customs flow across borders.
c) Global village is a dangerous place for young people.
d) Global village will help companies to sell their products.
C. Match the words with their meanings.
1.universal  d                                      a) bring in

2.diversified   e                               
  b) associate, connect with                                                    
3.rub shoulders with   b                 
  c) separated
4.import  a                                          d) common
5.divided  c                                         e) given a variety of difference
D. Discuss the following questions:
· What are some good points of globalization?
· What are some problems of globalization?

· Do you like living in a global village?
E. In groups of three, try to write a small paragraph presenting your ideas about the questions discussed in 
part D by using the boldly written words from part C. Then you read it aloud to share with the class.
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